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Hillcrest Town Council General Meeting Minutes
13 February 2024

● HTC General Meeting: Tuesday Feb 13, 2024, 6:30pm PDT
● Location: 1469 University Ave; Zoom

○ Zoom Invite Link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87905960269?pwd=c3JQTzcyL1lqZ3VRdHRNM290QVBydz
09

● Email: info@hillcresttc.org
● Website: https://www.hillcresttc.org
● Bylaws: https://www.hillcresttc.org/bylaws

MEETING AGENDA
I. Roll Call

A. Benny (Zoom, Present)
B. Jason (Present)
C. Michael (Present)
D. Edgard (Present)
E. Alex (Present)

II. Announcements
A. Elected Officials

1. Christopher Vallejo, Field Representative for Senator Toni Atkins
a) Senator Atkins involved in state budget negotiations and community

engagement.
b) California Dream for All program introduction for first-time homebuyers

to foster generational wealth.
(1) Lottery-based, with varying phases by county, allowing San

Diegans to participate.
(2) Funding limit is 20% of $150,000 with eligibility dependent on

Area Median Income (AMI).
(3) $200 million to $220 million allocated in second funding round;

first round of $300 million exhausted in 11 days.
2. Logan Braydis, Field Representative for Councilmember Whitburn

a) Addressing recent storm impacts and coordinating community
stormwater management initiatives.

b) Competing groups for Community Planning Group (CPG)
recommendation to be discussed in April.

3. Will Rodriguez-Kennedy, Field Representative for Congressman Scott Peters
a) Advocacy for unhoused veterans and maximizing use of available

housing vouchers.
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b) Collaboration with VA and HUD to streamline voucher usage and
housing affordability.

c) Offers support for federal issues and connection to appropriate services
(Contact: 858-455-5550).

d) Estimated 500-800 homeless veterans in need, with an 80-day wait for
housing and 165 existing vouchers.

e) Encouragement for community to engage landlords in renting to
voucher-holding veterans.

B. External & Partner Organizations
1. 1. Benny from Kiwanis Club, Hillcrest

a) Recap of Hillcrest Honors event success with future plans.
b) Kiwanis Club's active neighborhood engagement, with next cleanup

scheduled for April 20th.
c) American flag deployment partnership with Hillcrest Business

Association for holidays, next one is President’s Day, Monday Feb 19th.
C. Miah from Uptown Community Parking District

1. Issues with street slurring and improper vehicle towing due to inadequate city
signage.

2. Parking meter challenges with over 400 unresolved payment claims.
3. Advocacy for fixing meters and supporting community claims.

D. Larry Carr with Power San Diego
1. Campaign for a municipal power utility to replace SDGE, seeking endorsement

and signatures for November ballot initiative.

III. Visiting Candidates
A. Genevieve Wright, Mayoral Candidate

1. Campaigning for accountability, affordability, and community support via Zoom
due to illness.

2. Emphasizes her background in nonprofit and legal sectors to address city issues.
3. Advocates for Power San Diego, homeownership pathways, vibrant

neighborhoods, and equitable opportunities.\
B. Larry Turner, Mayoral Candidate (Represented by Adele Campbell)

1. Concerns about city fiscal deficits, public safety, and homelessness issues,
represented by Adele Campbell.

2. Larry Turner, an active police officer, prioritizes fiscal responsibility and
effective homelessness solutions.Could not join because he was on patrol that
evening.

C. Coleen Cusack, Candidate for San Diego City Council District 3
1. A North Park resident for 25 years, motivated by recent challenges to run for

office.
2. Professional background as a professor, lawyer, and advocate for the unhoused.
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3. Critiques the inadequacy of current homelessness solutions and voucher
programs.

D. Ellis California Jones, III, Candidate for SD City Council District 3
1. Lifelong San Diego resident, aiming to enhance City Council's responsiveness to

citizens. Inspired to run due to personal experience with disruptive local
construction and unsatisfactory municipal response.

2. Advocacy for stronger citizen input in city planning and scheduling. Campaign
focus on restoring neighborhood influence in council decisions, ensuring
government accountability.

3. Critique of city services as inadequate compared to taxpayer contributions,
calling it a 'scam'.

IV. Non-Agenda Public Comment
A. No comments were submitted during this segment.

V. HTC Committee Reports
A. Operations Committee

1. Treasurer’s Update - Michael
a) Addressing previous Board's oversight in tax payments since 2016.
b) Steps being taken to restore non-profit status and resolve tax issues.
c) Current bank balance reported at $230, indicating financial constraints.

2. Say San Diego Update - Edgard
a) Project almost concluded, will result in eligibility for HTC to receive

grants later after tax issues and non-profit status are resolved.
b) Future opportunities with SaySan Diego and the Collective Coalition on

coordination of community events to foster unity and engagement.
VI. Upcoming Events

A. Big Gay Picnic' - A community gathering event, challenged currently by cost of permits
to hold the event. Between $250-$300 depending on the number of people anticipated for
permits.

B. April 20th Cleanup - A neighborhood beautification initiative by @HillcrestSanDiego
and Kiwanis Club. Clean-up and cocktails, Mo’s to give drinks and food to volunteers.

C. Flag Placement - Kiwanis Club and Hillcrest Business Association. Deploy flags for
upcoming holidays, such as President’s Day.

D. Full Candidate's Forum' - Planned post-primary to engage with electoral candidates.
Upcoming forum being held in Mission Hills, Feb 19th.

E. August - Dog Days of Hillcrest - A community event focusing on pet-friendly activities
being organized by the HTC. Vets and other pet organizations to be present,

F. March 15th 92103rd Fridays - Mini Taste of Hillcrest'' - A culinary event showcasing
local eateries.

VII. March 12, 2024 HTC Board Elections
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A. Announcement of Tai Dietrich’s nomination as a new board member.

VIII. Neighborhood Issues
A. Blackout Preparedness: Following a recent blackout, the need for disaster preparedness

was highlighted.
1. The incident underlined community vulnerabilities, including public intoxication

and safety concerns.
2. Proposal to establish a ''Disaster Preparedness Committee'' tasked with

developing a readiness plan and response coordination.
3. Recognition of Paul from Guardian Angels and Stonewall Citizens Patrol for

their assistance during the blackout.

IX. Questions for Visiting Candidates
A. Time was allocated for board members and citizens to pose questions to the candidates.

X. Adjournment
A. The meeting was concluded with plans to reconvene at the next scheduled date.

1. Next meeting: HTC Advisory Meeting, Zoom Only, 7pm, Mon Feb 26th.
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